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SUBJ: SMITH COMMENTS ON RICHELIEU-CHAMPLAIN REGULATION 

1. BEGIN CONEIDENTIAL: AT CONCLUSION OE MEETING ON GARRISON 
DIVERSION REFERENCE (SEPTEL) SHORTLIEEE MENTIONED COMMENTS 
OE HENRY P. SMITH, IJC US CHAIRMAN, MADE AT BURLINGTON VT 

8 AUG. SMITH, ACCORDING TO AP WIRE MADE AVAILABLE BY EXTAEF, 
REVEALED TO PRESS GIST OE RECENT US NOTE ON NEW CANADIAN RE- 
GULATION PLAN, BUT IN INACCURATE AND STRONG TERMS. SHORTLIEEE 
SAID THIS ITEM HAS NOT BEEN HELPFUL, AND JOKINGLY COMPARED 
INCIDENT WITH TROUBLES EXTAEE EINDS GENERATED BY UNINTENTIONAL 
LEAKS OE CONEIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS THROUGH THE MEDIUM OE SMITH'S 
CANADIAN COUNTERPART. US SIDE INDICATED SMITH HAD BEEN BRIEFED 
ORALLY ON CURRENT BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS AND CONTENTS OF US NOTE, 
ON CONEIDENTIAL BASIS. TEXT OE AP WIRE FOLLOWS. END CONEI- 
DENTIAL. 

2. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. BEGIN TEXT: "THE U.S. STATE DEPART- 
MENT HAS DISMISSED AS "COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE".. A CANADIAN 
ELOOD-CONTROL PROPOSAL FOR THE RICHELIEU RIVER, SAYS A MEMBER 
OE THE INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION. HENRY SMITH III, 

CO-CHAIRMAN OE THE US-CANADIAN GROUP WHICH OVERSEES BOUNDARY 
WATERS, SAID THURSDAY THE STATE DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED THAT 
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OF ITS RECENT PROPOSAL. 

"SMITH SAID MEMBERS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT WERE BRIEFED JULY 
28 ON THE FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT BY THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN CANADA'S 
DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AEFAIRS. 

"HE SAID THE PROPOSAL PRESENTED AT THAT TIME WAS REJECTED BY 
THE U.S. BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE PERMANENTLY LOWERED THE LEVEL 
OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN, WHICH FEEDS THE RICHELIEU RIVER. 

"CANADA IS UNDERTAKING STUDIES OF THREE GENERAL FLOOD CONTROL 
CONCEPTS EOR A PROPOSED DAM AT ST. HEAN, QUE., ABOUT 25 
MILES NORTH OE THE VERMONT-CANADIAN BORDER. 

"THE PLANS HAVE RAISED CONCERNS IN THE U.S. AMONG ENVIRONMEN- 
TALISHTS WHO EEAR THE FLOOD-CONTROL PROJECT WILL ALTER THE LAKE 
LEVEL AND UPSET THE ENVIRONMENTAL BALANCE IN SURROUNDING WET- 
LANDS. 

'THE PROPOSAL OPPOSED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT CALLED FOR DREDGING 
THE RIVER AT ST. JEAN AND OPERATING AN UNUSED DAM AT FRYER'S 
ISLAND BUILT IN 1937. 

"THE IJC MEETS WITH THE VERMONT-BASED LAKE CHAMPLAIN COMMITTEE 
SATURDAY IN SHELBURNE TO DISCUSS THE FLOOD CONTROL PROJECT." 

END TEXT. END UNCLASSIFIED. 
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